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careless, and unnecessary exposure of young infants
to the inclemency of the weather by the poorer
classes added to the frequency of these diseases, and
their neglect of medical aid added to the fatal results
in numerous cases. The author next dwelt on the
classes of cases that come under the notice of the
coroner. The most numerous were suffocation by
bed-clothes, poisoning by opium and its preparations;
injury at birth, found drowned, and infanticide.

It was remarkable that whilst in some districts the
verdicts of wilful murder (infanticide) returned
amounted to 8 to 10 per cent. of the total inquests
on children, in other districts the percentage was
much lower, and in five alluded to by Mr. Curgenven,
there had been upwards of 600 inquests on the bodies
of children, and not one single verdict of murder
was returned. This, he considered, showed the in-
fluence of the ruling of some coroners, and the
sympathy of the juries with the mother, rather than
the absence of the crime, and he hoped that when
the Bil on Capital Punishment, now before Parlia-
ment, became law, the impediments to conviction
would be to some extent removed. The discussion on
this paper was adjourned to April 29th when a dis-
cussion will also take place on Dr. Lankester's Fourth
Annual Report as Coroner for Central Middlesex.

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
SIR,-Your correspondent "X" offers a sort of

semi-official defence of the Council of the College of
Surgeons, which will not be unacceptable, for two
reasons.

Let two things be noted in it. First, it is an
apology for treating two aged examiners as excep-
tions to the rule, which others in the Council thought
should be applied to them as well as to others, and
especially for reasons at which " X" hints by saying
that they were not openly advanced. Second, it ad-
mits that this case is not to be treated as a pre-
cedent. The majority of the Council were led into
perpetrating an act of disloyalty to their principles,
because they feared to commit an act of severity
which would have seemed almost disloyal to their
two colleaguess, of whom no one " had ventured to
state that they were incompetent for the duties". I
trust that the minority, voting for measures and
not men, will next time be relieved from that in-
vidious position. I am, etc., Y.

London, March 1867.

CHOLERA: ITS NON-ALCOHOLIC
TREATMENT.

LETTER FROX[ SIMON NIcOLLS, M.D.
SIR,-Having had communications from England,

Scotland, and Ireland, requesting information on my
mode of treating cholera, I trust I may be excused
for putting forward, in a concise manner, my views
of that disease, and my mode of treating it.

Cholera, in my opinion, is (let it proceed from
what it may, impure water, bad food, atmospheric
or electric influence) an inverted action of the ab-
sorbents and lacteals, which quickly withdraws the
liquid of the blood, reducing its volume, and in-
creasing its density. The thick dark blood in the
cutaneous capillaries causes the blue colour; the
cramps are the reault of the shrinking of the muscu-

lar fibres, from the withdrawal of the fluid (they are
similar to the after-pains in childbed, which proceed
from the contraction of the uterus). The circulation
having become feeble and obstructed, the lungs are
unable to discharge the duties of respiration; the
voice becomes feeble; and the heat of the body falls,
and collapse ensues, which, if treated improperly,
quickly causes death.

Collapse I consider an effort of nature to arrest
the discharge and allow the system to rally (as, in
hemorrhage, fainting is nature's mode of forming a
coagulum to plug the vessel). Brandy and heat in-
terfere and defeat nature's object; the discharge
goes on; the blood becomes more viscid; circulation
and respiration cease; and there is an end.
In cold countries, when a person sinks down in a

stupor, to take him into even a moderately warm
room, or give warm drinks, is fatal. A cold room,
frictions with snow or cloths out of cold water, and
cold drinks, restore animation; but heat and brandy
soon terminate existence. So, in cholera, a cold
room and cold drinks allow nature to make an effort
to re-establish circulation and respiration; and then,
with very little in the way of nutriment, they soon
rally.

In the early stage of cholera, any mild astlingent,
such as chalk mixture, or a weak solution of acetate
of lead, with a little compound tincture of camphor,
as a carminative, will arrest the diarrheua, and effect
a cure.
In collapse, the patient should be spoken to cheer-

fully, and encouraged to speak, with the view of pro-
moting respiration and re-establishing circulation.
Gentle friction should be made with the hand or soft
cloths. Cold whey, or cold water flavoured with
some mild aromatic, should be given in small quanu-
tities, frequently repeated, and increased gradually;
it will soon be absorbed into the circulation, respira-
tion will improve, and the heat of the body will re-
turn.

This is my mode of treating cholera, which I have
found most successful.

I may mention that for eighteen years, in the
treatment of cholera, fever, measles, scarlatina, small-
pox, or any other disease treated in the Fever Hos-
pital, I have not used alcoholic stimulants or animal
food. Good water, milk, tea, and farinaceous food, I
have found much more effectual in promoting reco-
very and preventing relapse. For seven years I
gave the opposite mode a fair trial, and relinquished
it. I am, etc., SIMON NICOLLS, M.D.

Longford, lieland, March 1867.

THE LEVE'E. At the levJee held by the Prince of
Wales for the Queen on the 22nd instant, there were
present: Sir W. Fergusson, and Drs. Atkyns, Acland,
T. K. Chambers, E. Haward, and C. J. Stewart. The
following members of the medical profession were
presented: Surgeon 0. B. Miller, 14th Hussars; In-
spector-General of Hospitals James Mouat, C.B.,
V.C.; Surgeon W. Niven, M.D., Bombay Army, on
promotion; Dr. Edmund Waller, Surgeon R.N.; and
Surgeon-Major C. F. Warneford, M.D.
AN HOSPITAL IN DANGER. On Thursday week an

extensive fire broke out in some flour-mills at Bristol.
A few inches only separated the mill-roof from the
General Hospital, over which the flames towered in a,
most alarming manner. Steps were at once taken to
remove the patients; and a hundred and fifteen were
caxried away in blankets and hospitably quartered in
the neighbouring houses. The hospital was saved,
the supply of water and the engine-power both being
great; but the lead on the roof was melted, and it
sustained other damage.


